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Texas church gunman 


escaped from mental 
health facility in 2012 


BY ELI ROSENBERG 
AND MARK BERMAN 


Washington Post 


NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS 
he gunman who opened 
fire in a church outside 
San Antonio, killing at 
least 26 people, escaped 
from a mental health facility in 
2012 after he was caught sneak- 
ing guns onto an Air Force base 
and “attempting to carry out 
death threats” made against 
military superiors, according toa 
police report. 

The report said that officers 
with the El Paso, Texas, police 
were dispatched to a bus termi- 
nal after Devin Kelley’s escape 
from a behavioral facility about 7 


miles away in 
New Mexico. 

Officers wrote 
that they were 
told Kelley “was a 
danger to himself 
and others” at the 
time and noted 
that he “was also 
facing military 
criminal charges.” Kelley was 
court-martialed that same year 
and convicted of abusing his wife 
and her son. 

The police report was first 
obtained Tuesday by KPRC, a 
Houston television station. 

This revelation came as au- 
thorities continued to seek a 
fuller portrait of Kelley and also 
probed a breakdown in military 


Devin 
Kelley 


protocols that failed to flag a 
domestic violence conviction 
meant to keep him from buying 
firearms. 

As tiny Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, has mourned the church 
attack, more chilling details 
emerged of how Kelley, clad in 
all black and a mask with a skull 
on it, methodically tried to take 
as many victims as possible as he 
stalked the pews of First Baptist 
Church. 

Officials say the gunman was 
inside the church for a lengthy 
period of time, moving around 
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Senators launch bipartisan push to enforce 
existing background checks law. NA 


TRUMP REASSURES SOUTH KOREA IN VISIT 


freely as he gunned down people 
gathered for Sunday morning 
services. One woman who was 
wounded during the carnage 
described Kelley firing at church- 
goers who tried to leave, shoot- 
ing round after round at those 
cowering or wounded on the 
church’s floor. 

David Brown, whose mother, 
Farida, was shot in her legs, said 
she described Kelley firing four 
shots into the torso of a woman 
on her left. 

“With every shot, she was 
crying,” Brown said of the wom- 
an. “She was just staring at my 
mom while she tried to comfort 
her.” As he fired rounds into the 
woman, Farida Brown held her 
hand, telling her she was head- 
ing to heaven. 

When the massacre was over, 
more than two dozen people 
were fatally wounded and 20 
others injured, half of them crit- 
ically. Officials said the 26 peo- 
ple killed included the unborn 
child of one of the victims at the 
church. 

Authorities said they were still 
reconstructing what happened 
inside the church, and are unable 
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ANDREW HARNIK AP 


President Donald Trump, whose threats and insults toward North Korea have stoked fears of a nuclear confrontation, brought a message 
of reassurance to South Korea on Tuesday and urged North Korea to “come to the table and to make a deal” after a day of private meet- 
ings and public bonding with South Korea’s president, Moon Jae-in, right. He also sounded an optimistic note on disagreements with 

the North, saying “ultimately, it'll all work out.” 6A 


Brown sees 
State tying 
cap-trade 
to Europe’s 
system 


m Gov. Jerry Brown urged the 
European Parliament to 
explore linking with 
California’s cap-and-trade 
carbon auction. 


BY CHRISTOPHER CADELAGO 
ccadelago@sacbee.com 


BRUSSELS 

Gov. Jerry Brown, speaking 
at a joint conference of the 
European Parliament on 
Tuesday, urged leaders here 
to explore linking their cap- 
and-trade system with Cali- 
fornia. 

The Democratic governor 
and leader of the nation’s 
sixth-largest economy 


pitched the 

prospect of a EN 
formalized —, 
California- aoe | 
Europe pact as a a 
a “concrete 

investment” Zy 
that could 

compel more Jerry Brown 
states and 

international 


provinces to tackle the cli- 
mate challenge at a global 
level. 

California, which recently 
renewed its carbon market 
for another decade, already 
collaborates with Quebec on 
cap-and-trade and will soon 
be joined by Ontario, creating 
the largest such agreement in 
the world outside the Euro- 
pean Union. 

European leaders joined 
Brown in urging “new coop- 
eration” with the state and 
other jurisdictions in their 
carbon markets. 

In an interview in Brussels, 
Jerzy Buzek, the former Pol- 
ish prime minister and a 
member of the European 
Parliament, said officials 
“should think in such a col- 
laborative way.” 

“I could support it,” Buzek 
added when asked whether 
linking the markets could be 
a viable proposal. 

European Parliament offi- 
cials, joining Brown to speak 
with reporters, said their 
primary focus was how to 
raise the hundreds of billions 
of dollars they estimate are 
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Officer’s suit says CHP 


harassed him for serving 
his National Guard duty 


BY SAM STANTON 
sstanton@sacbee.com 


FRESNO 

Lt. Col. Christopher Lutz 
joined the California National 
Guard in 1996, eventually end- 
ing up as a pilot in the Air Guard 
and deploying to missions fight- 
ing wildfires, providing hurri- 
cane relief and serving in com- 
bat to rescue wounded soldiers 
overseas in Iraq and Afghan- 
istan. 

Lutz also is a California High- 
way Patrol officer with 12 years 


of service, and says the CHP 
essentially is destroying his 
career because of his military 
obligations. He claims his man- 
agers in the CHP’s Oakhurst 
office in Madera County have 
denied him time off for military 
assignments, harassed him with 
unfounded allegations and have 
driven him to file a lawsuit 
against his own employer. 

“This is odd for me,” Lutz, 45, 
said in an interview last week 
after returning from a three- 
week relief mission to hurri- 
cane-ravaged St. Thomas and 
Puerto Rico. “I’m a team player. 


“TPve devoted my entire life to 
service of people, I’ve never 
known anything different. But it 
was tearing me emotionally 
apart inside, and I just didn’t 
know what to do.” 

The lawsuit, filed in Sacra- 
mento Superior Court against 
the CHP and former Commis- 
sioner Joe Farrow, accuses the 
agency of “discrimination, ha- 
rassment, retaliation because of 
service in the armed forces,” 
and says the CHP’s actions 
violate federal and state laws 
designed to protect members of 
the military. 

Lutz said he filed the lawsuit 
only after extended efforts to 
solve the problems with his 
supervisors, through equal op- 
portunity complaints and an 
effort to get the state Depart- 
ment of Labor to intervene. But 
he says he was rebuffed at every 
turn, scheduled to work shifts 


HECTOR AMEZCUA hamezcua@sacbee.com 


Officer Christopher Lutz says the 
CHP breaks federal, state laws. 


that conflicted with military 
duty his supervisors were aware 
of, “mocked” and accused of 
lying and making up some of the 
military orders. 

Conditions in the office be- 
came so toxic, he said, that he 
was shunned by some officers in 
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COUNTY BOOSTS 
HOMELESS FUNDS 


County Supervisors 
approve allocating 

$44 million to a program 
spearheaded by Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg. 1B 
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WEINSTEIN TRIED 
SILENCING STORY 


Disgraced movie mogul 
used private detectives 
and ex-spies to stop 
allegations of assault 
from surfacing. 5A 
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